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 Tri-State Legislative Commission
• Pennsylvania, Maryland, & Virginia

 Established by state law

 7 Members Each (21 total)
• 2 Senate

• 3 House

• 1 Administration (Cabinet-level) 

• 1 Citizen



THE CHESAPEAKE 
BAY is our nation’s 
largest, 
most productive 
estuary.

6 States
Washington D.C.

Susquehanna R.
(55 % of flow)



 87,000 farms
 8.5 million acres 

cropland (~ 22%)
 PA = Top 4 for dairy and 

eggs
 DE, MD, VA = Top 10 for 

broilers
 VA = Top 5 for turkeys

Profitable Ag and 
Clean Water!



Relative N Reductions for Bay TMDL

Agriculture
61%Urban

16%

Wastewater
20%

Septic
3%

States are relying on 
agriculture to achieve 
roughly two-thirds of the 
nutrient reductions 
needed to achieve the 
Chesapeake Bay TMDL.

Maryland 41%
Virginia 45%

Pennsylvania 75%



1. STATE AG COST-SHARE PROGRAMS

 Significant annual DEDICATED funding levels

 Target priority practices & watersheds

2. REGULATORY PROGRAMS

 Good coverage, practices, compliance

3. VOLUNTARY INCENTIVE PROGRAMS

 To supplement regulations



Maryland and Virginia are 
on track to meet their 2016 

TMDL goals
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Progress over 30 yrs - up to 2015 Effort needed over 
next 10 years



MARYLAND

 Bay Restoration Fund
• $139 M FY15

• Sewer bill surcharge

• WWTPs, septic, ag
 Bay 2010 Trust Fund

• $39 M FY16

• Portion of rental car and fuel 
taxes

• Non-point source, incl. ag 
(MACS -$19M FY16)

 Water Quality Bonds

VIRGINIA

 Water Quality 
Improvement Fund
• $59 M FY17
• 10% of GF surplus
• WWTP and NRCF

 Natural Resource 
Commitment Fund
• $62 M FY17
• WQIF, real estate recordation fee
• Technical assistance and cost-

share
 Ag Tax Credit Program



 Need for Bay:  $378.3 M annually
 Have:  $127M annually statewide

Source:  Shortle, et al., August 2013 



A Dedicated Fund for 
PENNSYLVANIA?

HB 2114 
 1/100 cent/gallon withdrawals 

greater than 10,000 gallons a day. 
 1/10 cent/gall on consumptive uses 

greater than 10,000 gallons a day.

 Revenue estimates are projected 
to be $245 million a year.

 Will address 19,000 miles of 
impaired waters under Federal 
Clean Water Act Section 303(d).

Proposed 
Large Water 
Users Fee
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